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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings  

Dear Parents and Girls  

 

End-of-year examinations 

Well done to all the Grade 5 to 7 girls on completing their end-of-year examinations this week. There has 

been much to celebrate as girls received their examinations back, and there have also been a few 

disappointments as girls have not achieved what they had hoped for. As much as the examinations are 

conducted to show academic progress and mastery at the end of an academic year, at a Junior School 

level, attention is also given to the skills of how to prepare for and write an assessment. It is as important to 

celebrate the achievements as it is to reflect on what can be improved and what strategies can be 

adopted next time to show greater mastery. The lessons learnt during this examination period will be 

carried forward into the next academic cycle and we know our girls will apply what they have learnt as 

they continue to develop on their academic journeys.  

 

We have received queries from parents questioning whether their daughters should be coming to school 

now that the examinations are completed. It is very important that the girls continue to attend school until 

Wednesday, 1 December. The last two and a half weeks of the academic year are just as important as any 

other week. As published in last week’s newsletter we will be hosting all the interhouse events over the next 

few weeks as well as opportunities for celebration at our prize givings and concerts. Your daughters will 

benefit from all that is planned and will be preparing for 2022 whilst closing out on 2021.   

 

Spectators at Interhouse Events 

Parents are welcome to attend the following interhouse events. Please come dressed in the colour of your 

daughter’s house if you can.  

• Monday 15 November   13:30 – 15:00    Grade 1-3 Interhouse Netball, Hockey and Squash 

• Tuesday 16 November   10:00 – 12:00    Grade 4-7 Interhouse Netball, Hockey, Squash and Tennis 

• Thursday 18 November  14:00 – 15:30    Grade 4-7 Interhouse Basketball 

 

Unfortunately, we are not able to host parents at the Interhouse Swimming Gala scheduled to take place 

on Monday, 22 November. We have prioritised our girls and staff attending this event.  

 

RSVP to upcoming events 

To assist us in our planning, it is very important that parents follow the RSVP links on the different invites that 

have been sent out. Please RSVP by the closing date for each function.  

12 November 2021 
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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings - continued 
 

Parent Volunteers 2022  

It is our hope that 2022 will offer more opportunities for parents/guardians to join us at school. With this in 

mind we request that you consider the different opportunities that will be open next year for you to 

volunteer to assist the school, to get to know other parents/guardians and for your daughter(s) to see you 

supporting her school. Please follow this LINK to view the different opportunities available to choose from 

and indicate where you will be able to get involved and assist. Parents/guardians who volunteer will be 

contacted in the new year and further information will be shared. This form is an indication of your interest, 

where you can be of service and the role you will fulfil will be confirmed in 2022, at which time you can 

accept or withdraw your participation. This allows parents/guardians to volunteer their time based on their 

commitments and availability. We look forward to many more parents/guardians being involved in 

2022.      

 

Kind regards              

Alison Jennings 

4 Nov and 5 Nov  2021 

Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion  

Ms Idah Makhafola - Junior School Head of Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion 

 

St Mary’s Diocesan School for Girls, Pretoria, The Global Campus for Human Rights and The Children’s 

Rights Unit in the Centre for Human Rights (CHR) at UP.  
 

Youth consultation session - 6 November 
 

On Saturday, 6 November, the Children’s Rights Unit engaged 

with a group of Grade 7-11 learners from St Mary’s Diocesan 

School for Girls, Pretoria. The purpose of this engagement was 

to facilitate a youth consultation session with the Global 

Campus for Human Rights, in preparation for the 2022 Nepal 

child-led conference.  

The morning of the consultation was abuzz with excited and 

nervous banter from the learners. Joined by their parents, 

each of the learners were welcomed and briefed on the 

activity of the morning by Ms Idah Makhafola, Junior School 

Head of Transformation, Diversity and Inclusion, and Dr Elvis 

Fokala, Manager of the Children’s Rights Unit. The need for 

their free participation and opinion was encouraged because 

the consultation’s aim was to give them the platform to speak 

on matters that relate to their lived experiences.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2ksgfmD2FJaRHtlLYVZIz37hUQkY5OENUMlVaOUdYSkM5Wk42S1dGWjhIVC4u
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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion - continued 

The learners sat around a boardroom table, which some noted as being an unfamiliar setting; we joked 

and said to them, that often spaces such as boardrooms were where very important decisions were 

made. Some laughter settled the nerves of being in an unfamiliar space and having to engage with peers 

whom they did not usually interact with. The learners displayed agility and confidence, in how quickly they 

were able to get the discussions rolling. The topics ranged at first, and soon enough common themes 

started to emerge in the room. Each learner participated to the best of their ability, and displayed critical 

and concise thinking skills, by questioning, adding, or having a thoughtful look of reflection on their faces. It 

was in this very setting, where the need for more opportunities for youth participation in global discussions 

became clear.  

Our youth have a lot to say, about a lot. They see, hear, and experience the world in the most fascinating 

ways. Without trivialising their perspectives, the youth see the matters of the world with a newness that 

cannot be ignored or downplayed. The group of St Mary’s DSG learners tackled topics such as the need 

for mental health awareness, the need for diversity in leadership and government structures, 

environmental rights, disability rights and inclusive practices in institutions. Another topic that received 

much attention was the need for the broadening of curriculum in schools. They cited a lack of ‘real and 

practical’ education, that could enrich their personhoods. The learners felt that the education system had 

become narrowed and does not cater for their needs as future leaders. 

The learners did not hold back on offering solutions for the issues raised. This showed that rather than being 

passengers in a global conversation, this group of learners wanted to be at the forefront of finding 

sustainable solutions to some of the issues they brought up; in essence, these learners wanted to be global 

participants and contributors.  

At the end of the discussion, the learners expressed that they had ‘a lot more to say’. The mandate has 

been given, to create more opportunities for the youth to contribute to global discussions. We strongly 

believe that this engagement has built the foundation for future conversations between St Mary’s DSG, 

Pretoria and the Children’s Rights Unit at the CHR.  

We thank Dr Elvis Fokala and the Global Campus for Human Rights, for the opportunity given to our 

learners to see themselves as global citizens and to participate in youth consultation sessions.  

We also thank our Grade 7-11 parents who supported their daughter’s participation in this event, our 

school’s leaders, Senior School Grade Heads, and school staff for supporting this initiative and our learners, 

it really does take a village! 
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Sport News   

Swimming    

Friday Friendly Galas - Please refer to communication on D6 School Communicator 

regarding spectators at sporting events.  

 

12 November:     A & B teams at Tyger Valley College (No spectators allowed)  

     C team at Woodhill College - has been cancelled 

22 November:   Interhouse Gala 

 

Girls are allowed to wear a navy or black long sleeve swimming top or rash vest over their costumes 

for Phys Ed lessons and swimming training sessions  

 

MIDMAR MILE 2022 (11 - 13 February 2022)  

For more information, please contact Ms Strydom  -  sstrydom@stmarys.pta.school.za .  

all 

IRONMAN African Championship 

Grade 2 News  

The Grade 2’s really enjoyed their inning from the Mobile Zoo. They learnt how to look after animals 

and interesting facts. The Chinchilla is the fluffiest animal and you cannot be allergic to its hair. The 

animals are all rescue animals and the girls got to see a variety of mammals and reptiles. They saw a 

Chinchilla, Polecat, Tenrec and Degu as well as a Tarantula,  Ball Python, Red Tail Boa, Terrapin, 

Tortoise and Bearded dragon. Some girls even overcame their fear of snakes.  

 

 

 

 

School Shop News 

Extended School Clothing Shop hours:  

(Strictly by appointment only – 084 553 0720)) 

• 1 - 3 December 2021: 09:00 – 12:00 

• 3 -7 Jan 2022:  9:00-12:00 and 13:00 -15:00 

• 10 – 11 Jan 2022:  9:00-12:00 and 13:00-15:00 

• 12 Jan 2022:  7:00-8:00 and 13:00-15:00 (Normal hours) 
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all 

IRONMAN African Championship 

Grade 2 Art - Under the sea turtles 

Important Dates 

 

 Friday 12 Nov                     

Grade 0 Nativity 

Play 

 Saturday 13 Nov            

Grade 7 Play          

Rehearsal  

 Friday 19 Nov                                 

Grade 7 Production 

 Wednesday 24 Nov 

Grade 0-7 Awards 

Assembly  

 Thursday 25 Nov    

Grade 7 Leavers’ 

Mass and Dinner 

 Monday 29 Nov    

Foundation Phase 

Prizegiving  (08:00)          

Intersen Phase 

Prizegiving (11:00) 

 Tuesday 30 Nov    

Whole School Carol 

Service  

 Wednesday 1 Dec   

Last school day         

of 2021 

 
Awards       

Assembly  
24 November 

 

Please send Term 3 

Cultural and Sports              

achievements to 

Mrs van der Merwe 

and                         

Coach Neo Mothiba 

by latest                    

Wednesday,               

17 November.  
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Junior School Channels of 

Communication 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7) 
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics:  Mrs L Whitelaw                        

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  - 012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543  

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding:  Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Covid Queries 

Mrs J van der Merwe                                         

jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Sr M Madihlaba  

mmadihlaba@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

 

Junior School Calendar:  12 Nov -  26 Nov 2021  

 

Reminder:  
 

Term 3 ends on Wednesday,          

1 December.  

 

11:00 Grade 0-3 

11:30 Grade 4-7 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Fri 12 Nov 

14:00 - 16:00   Friendly Friday gala - A & B teams at Tyger Valley   

                          College and C team at Woodhill College 

18:00 - 19:30   Grade 0 Nativity Play 

Sat 13 Nov 

09:00 - 12:00   Grade 7 Play Rehearsal 

09:00 - 11:00   St Mary’s and Me Playdate for prospective Grade 0    

                           2023 parents. 

Sun 14 Nov  

Week 11 Value of the week:  Cooperation 

Mon 15 Nov 

07:30 - 08:30   Grade 4-7 Recital in PAC Hall (Parents are welcome) 

12:30 - 15:00   Extended Orchestra Practice  

13:45 - 15:00   Grade 1-3 Interhouse Festival (Netball, Hockey,   

                           Squash) 

18:00 - 19:00   PA Committee meeting  

Tues 16 Nov 

10:00 - 12:00   Grade 1 Science Inning  

10:00 - 12:00   Grade 4-7 Interhouse Festival (Netball, Squash,    

                           Tennis & Hockey) 

Wed 17 Nov 

07:30 - 08:00   St Andrew Assembly  

08:00 - 10:00   Grade 0-6 Day of Discovery #2022 

08:00 - 14:00   Grade 7 Play rehearsal  

Thurs 18 Nov 
09:00 - 10:00   Grade 7 Play Dress Rehearsal 

14:30 - 15:45   Grade 4-7 Interhouse Basketball 

Fri 19 Nov 18:00 - 19:00   Grade 7 Play  

Sat 20 Nov 10:00 - 15:00   Alumnae Reunion 

Sun 21 Nov  

Week 12 Value of the week:  Responsibility 

Mon 22 Nov 
08:00 - 08:30   Grade 0 -7 Chapel  

09:00 - 13:00   Interhouse Gala 

Tues 23 Nov 07:30 - 09:00   Interhouse Maths 

Wed 24 Nov 07:30 - 08:30   Grade 0 -7 Awards Assembly 

Thurs 25 Nov 17:00 - 20:00   Grade 7 Leavers’ Mass and Dinner 

Fri 26 Nov 08:00 - 14:00   Grade 7 Fun Day  

Sat 27 Nov  

Sun 28 Nov  

Calendars and Communication  

St Mary’s DSG Term Calendar - 2022 

The 2022 calendar is available on the                                                     

D6 School Communicator  

372_resource_614c782b2cbb4816596191.pdf (d6communicator.com) 

mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/372_resource_614c782b2cbb4816596191.pdf?1632401452

